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Ambassador College enters its 27th year 
By Larry Gott an ordinary Bible school or a libe ral-

PASADENA-Ambassador Col- al1 S college . 
lege opened its doors for over 450 O nce the idea took root in Mr. 
new students last week and launched Armstrong ' s mind , there was neve r 
into its 27th consecutive year of oper- a thought give n to the possibility that 
ation as the 1973-74 school te rm it might not succeed. Even though 
bega n on the th ree campu ses in fund s were scan t. future income 
Pasadena, Bricket Wood and Big u ncer ta in a nd suitab le loca ti ons 
Sandy. apparentl y nonex istent . the earch 

The in com in g fres hm e n and for a home for the college bega n 
transfer students were immediately immed iately. 
swept into an active week of orienta- Several properties were inves-
tion assemblies, entrance exams, ti gated before an old man, ion ca ll ed 
freshm an pic nics, re gis tration, the McCormick Estate (now the li-
receptions and a general period of brary a nd lowe r gardens) o n 
getting sett led into the ir new homes. Pasadena's "M illionaires' Row" 

The growth over the 27 years from was made available . It s appearance 
an original student body of four to was already more instituti onal than 
the present incoming class of over homey, alt hough considerable altera-
400 has been phenomenal in light ti ons would be necessary before it 
of the fact that Ambassador College could be used for classrooms. 
was not expected by many to com- But it see med idea l for the nu cleus 
plete it s first full year of operation of a college which could later grow. 
back in 1947. so it was purchased. 

Opening the Doors 
The idea of starting a new kind 

of college, geared to bu ild ing charac
ter rather than mere ly turnin g ou t 
financia l successes, was conceived 
by Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong in 
1946. Even then it was c lear to him 
th at there was some thin g more 
import ant in educati on than ju st 
learning how to earn a li ving . 

Ambassador College opened it s 
doors in the fa ll of 1947 w ith a 
fac ulty of eight and a student body 
of four. 

Of the original e ight facult y mem
bers, onl y Chancell or Armstrong and 
Mrs . Lucy Martin (originally the li
brarian, now working as head of the 
Music Department) are still with the 
college today . 

WELCOME TO AMBASSADOR - Brick~t Wood senior Kerry Gubb, right, welcomes incoming freshmen 
Rich ard Watts , left, from England and John McCarthy, from South Africa, to Lakeside, the men's dormi
tory. [Photo by Brian Duffi e ld] 

What was needed, he saw, was 
a college where one cou ld learn how 
to live. A coeducational institution 
providin a sound religious back-

ou I 0 1 lit a w ith e -
round ed libe ra l- arts curriculum 
offered the best a lternative to ei ther 

Eastern Ontario., 

Quebec regions 

hold conference 
By Larry Greider 

TORONTO. Ontario- The East
ern Ontario Region of Canada com
bined with Quebec to hold its annual 
regional conference in Toronto Aug. 
7, 8 an 19. 

The conference was conducted by 
Mr. Gary Antion. d istrict superinten
dent o f easte rn O nt a ri o. and Mr. 
Carn Catherwood. district superin
tendent of Quebec. and was held at 
a new ly com pleted Howa rd 
Johnson' s restaurant in Toronto. 

In attendance were 58 mini sters, 
assistants and thei r wives, represent
ing 14 ch urches with over 2,500 
people of the Worldw ide Church of 
God from Novia Scoti a , Newfound
land, Windsor, Ham ilton. Kitch
e ner, Sudbury, Ottawa, Toronto and 
Montreal. 

Most of the new ass istants were 
able to attend. although several have 
still not received their offic ial immi 
gration papers. 

S ubj ec ts cove red included the 
organi zation of the Canad ian Work. 
future growth , responsibilities and 
example of the ministry, and how 
to prepare and organi ze sermons and 
lega l matters of i'nterest to church 
brethren . 

The futu re growth look good for 
eastern Canada . wi th the po ibili ty 
of adding several new churches yet 
this year. 

Accord ing to Mr. Antion . the con
ference was a great success and help
ful in keepi ng the mini stry more 
unified a nd behind headq ua rt e rs. 
Lots of pointers were given to help 
the ministry work together in service 
to God's people . 

The four pioneer studen ts were 
IC ar . Arm trong Mr. Arm

strong's oldest son), Raymond C . 
Cole, He rman L. Hoeh and Betty 
Bates (now Mrs. Gene Michel). 

They all entered as freshmen and 
were the first of 1,953 (as of last 
June) graduates from Ambassador 
College. 

The 1948-49 sc hoo l year bega n 
with a small staff and three add itional 
student s. 

It became necessary in the col
lege's seco nd yea r to reduce the 
already small c UITiculum and offer 
classes only three days per week. 

Among the o the r hardships the 
new sc hool had to bear was lack of 
o n -camp u s li v in g a nd ea tin g 
faciliti es. 

By May of 1949, however, 
Mayfair, a three-story Tudor-style 
mansion adjoining the college , was 
purchased. 

Living on Campus 

When the student body first moved 
into Ma yfa ir. the stud e nt s founu 

s 

themse lves sharing the building wi th 
several tenant s who held leases pre
dating the college's acqui sition of the 
pr perty. 

The si gl Cl)CU Inred an ttpart
men! with Mrs. Annie M. Mann, 
who came from E ugene, Ore., to 
become housemother of Mayfair. 

The fall of 1949 saw the student 
body increase to 12 . 

The college now had its first full
fl edged student council , headed by 
Richard D. Ann strong, first Student 
Council president. 

The 1950-5 1 sc hoo l year bega n 
Ambassador 's hi story as a full four 
year institution. The coed popul ati on 
suddenly jumped from one to six in 
that year, and Mayfair became a coed 
donn (though not with today's con
notations) . 

T he third fl oor was reserved for 
the me n, access ible by a stairway 
which was closed off to the second 
fl oor - the women's fl oor. 

The ground floor was used for 
loungin g and d ining. 

The Campus Grows 

Prior to 195 1 Ambassador College 
was operated as an activ it y of the 

?,''T ,a ~ . 
LEDG::.. 

'. 
RECAPTURING TRUE VALUES - Freshmen entering Pasadena are 
reminded by this inscription of the basis of their education at Ambas
sador College. [Photo by Bruce Voyce] 

then Radio Chu rc h of God. 
But before it cou ld confer degrees, 

it had to beco me inco rp o ra t ed 
separa te ly, show a min imum o f 
$50 UOO in fb,, · li l : ' .• . Ii "I y . "J 
equipment and be offi ially licensed 
by the state. 

And thi s was accompli shed before 
the first graduation exercises in May 
of 195 1. 

Beg innin g w ith th e 195 1-52 

academic yea r Ih o ll ege rea ll y 
bega n to gro\\ in a Ii itic, . The first 
language ' Iub. - Fren h. Span ish 
and German - ere organizeu 

d nt ne\\ p p L a ppea re u in 
November of I t year. (The Port
folio wa mllneographed at firs t and 
later printed .) 

In the pring of I 52 Mr. Leon 
(See-27TH YEAR , page 9 ) 

A Personal Letter 

f2!;:~~ 
-

Greetings from Big Sandy! 
I arrived he re day before yesterday 

(Frid ay, the 31 st of August) for 
events in connection with the open
ing of the new college year in Big 
S andy, and to wel come 226 new 
freshmen into our enlarged class -
the biggest in the history of Ambas
sador College. 

It was a v e ry bu sy week in 
Pasadena, with the new clas~ arriving 
there and students returning from last 
year, some of them returning to cam
pus from their studies abroad in Ger
many; Bogota, Colombia; or Japan. 

The college received a very fine 
arti cle toge the r with a picture of 
Ambassador College students at the 
"Big Dig" at the south wall of the 
Temple Mount in Jerusa lem in a 
recent issue of Time magazine. 

The diggers have all returned to 
the ir respective ca mpuses and are 
already attending classes and hard at 
work agai n as you read this. 

Orientat ion came on a Thursday, 
and I was able to take only abo ut 
15 minutes for a brief introductory 
talk with the entering freshman class 
at Pasadena. Then I had to dash back 
over to the televis ion studio to do 
our third te lev ision program for the 
day. 

In recent programs we have been 
going very thoroughly into the sub-

ject of heaven , hell and the immortal
ity of the soul - in connection with 
a series of programs to be aired later 
on in the winter concerning Biblical 
misconceptions . 

The crush of executive duties and 
many serious problems having to be 
continually brought to my attention 
has prevented me fro m doing any-

here near as much te levision as I 
would ha e liked for the past several 
week - but I believe I can now 
.see my wa clear once again to at-
tempt I tch up. 

It e m now it will be impossi ble 
for me 10 a oid hav ing to usc some 
repeat from the preced ing year to 
fill up the gap left by an impossible 
schedu le .... hi h looms before me . 

I ha e had to bring the scripts of 
the fi e -minUle Au tralian caps ul e 
rad io pr gram wi th me to Big Sandy 
and will be do in me of those later 
toda . 

Mr. D nn} Luke r. director of the 
Work in Au lrali . repon s that we 
a rc re e l\ Ing n 0 e rwhelming 
respon e from the e brief five
minute c p ule pr g rams. wh ich are, 
in effe t. Ii e Ii e-mi nute commer
cials for o rne of our main book lets 
or Th e Plaill Tnah magazine and its 
current ani Ie . 

Whereas in the past we have of ten
(See PERSONAL,page 11) 
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New instructors, new requirements 
effect changes in Bible courses 

HERE IS YOUR NEW HOME - Pasadena senior Chuck Boehme 
points out details of the headquarters campus to newly arrived fresh· 
men before taking them on an extensive tour of their new home. 
[Photo by Rick Dykes] 

Big Sandy 
(Continued from page 8) 

enables the college to seek accredita
tion. 

A separate college catalog needs 
to be drawn up; a faculty manual that 
specifies guidelines for faculty mem
bers is being worked on; and an 
alumni program needs to be estab
lished. 

Programs which already exist, 
such as counseling, student govern
ment and vocational placement, wi ll 
be expanded and more defined. 

The libra ry needs to be expanded 
greatly . While it presently has about 
20.000 volumes. that number will 
need to be increased to between 
40,000 and 50.000. 

Once these various programs have 
been initialed and the college is 
oriented as far as ils board of trustees 
is concerned. it \\-ill be read> to enter 
into the fin.t official pha e of accred i
tation. 

PASADENA - "A slight revi
sion in the structure of the theology 
courses at Ambassador College" 
was announced by Vice Chancellor 
Gamer Ted Armstrong in the July 
31, 1973, Ministerial Bulletin, a 
biweekly publication by the Church 
Administration Division sent to 
ministers in the Church. 

Going on to elaborate, Mr. Arm
strong said: 

"All of the key theology courses 
we have previously taught have, of 
course, been retained - with the fol
lowing undergraduate requirements: 
freshmen: Church History; sopho
mores: Old Testament Survey; 
juniors and seniors: choosing at least 
two of the following: Systematic 
Theology (formerly Second Year 
Bible), Theological Research (for
merly Third Year Bible) Compara
tive Theology (formerly Fourth Year 
Bible) and Epistles of Paul." 

For the freshmen the first semester 
of Church History will be a survey 
of the four Gospels with emphasis 
on the virgin birth, the life and minis
try of Christ, the purpose of His pres
ence, message, calling and training 
of the disciples , His preparation for 
the founding and development of the 
Church and His death and resurrec
tion . 

The second semester will coverthe 
book of Acts, the period from 69 
A.D. to Constantine, the period from 
the fourth century to the Protestant 
movement and the period from 
Luther to the present, with a com
parison of modem organized Chris
tianity with the apostolic church. 

Mr. Armstrong also commented in 
the Bulletin about instructor changes 
for some courses. 

"I have felt for some time that 
as some of our very finest teachers 
have been occuoierl hv lTlnrp ~"rl 

Correspondent Stage 

To enter into the correspondent 
stage it will be necessary for Mr. 
Dart to write a formal letter to the 
Southern Association stating that the 
college is actively seeking accredita
tion. 

A TEXAS WELCOME - Incoming students to the Big Sandy campus were welcomed by this Texas-size 
greeting hung over the entrance to the Field House. Two hundred twenty-six new students, the largest 
incoming class in Ambassador College history, settled on campus for the coming school year. [Photo by 
Wayne Janes] 

The executive secretary of the 
Association will then visit Ambas
sador College and review the pro
grams th at have been started and 
make recommendations. 

Every six months or every year, 
depending on what the Association 
requests, the college will provide the 
Association with a status report as 
to the progress being made. 

Accreditation 

Once Ambassador has fulfilled its 
obligations and meets the standards 
of the Southern Association, it will 
enter the third stage: accreditation. 

This process will be lengthy. Dr. 
Deakins estimated that it will take 
about five years at our present budget 
leve l. 

After accreditation the college will 
begin a detailed study of what weak
nesses still remain and wi ll estab lish 
a 10-year master plan to correc t 
them. 

Four years after accreditat ion the 
Association will examine the college 
again and reaffirm the accreditat ion . 

Ten years after that the Southern 
Association will once again examine 
Ambassador to determine whether 
the college' s objectives, goals and 
purposes are being fulfilled. If so. 
the Association will reaffirm the 
accreditation. 

In summary, Mr. Dart pointed out 
that " accreditation is so mething we 
can have, is desirable, and there is 
no rea son why we should not go 
ahead and pursue it." 

27th year 
(Continued from page 1) 

Ett inger, director of the Voice 
Department in the School of Music, 
organized the first Ambassador 
Chorale as a surprise for Mr. Herbert 
Armstrong to top off a Music Depart
ment spring recital. He remained its 
director until his retirement in 1964. 

February of 1953 witnessed the 
beginnings of th e Ambassador 
Clubs, speech clubs modeled after 
Toastmasters' Clubs, with a few 
adaptations to the needs of Ambas
sador College students. 

In 1956 the college was sti ll pain
fully small. When s tee l magnate 
Hulett C. Merritt died that year the 
college acquired his huge estate, 
along with a relatively smaller hou se. 
They becamc Ambassador Hall, now 
part of the Loma D. Armstrong 
Academic Center, and Manor Del 
Mar, a men's dormitory. 

The acqu isition of Terrace Villa 
(once called the Manson Es tate) 
completed the sweep of college prop
erty from Grove Street to Olcott 
Place in 1958 and became a women's 
dormitory. 

Two More Campuses 

Even before the first Ambassador 
Co ll ege had opened to stude nt s, 
Chancellor Annstrong had dreamed 
of starting a second college in 
Europe. He had even examined prop
erty in Switzerland for that purpose 
in 1946. 

But at that time a second campus 
was not forthcoming. 

Thirteen years later, in 1959 , an 
Eng li sh manor ca ll ed Hanstead 
House was bought, and work began 
on Ambassador College, United 
Kingdom, near London. 

The 3D-acre property required 
much renovation, but the new col
lege campus opened it s doors in 
October of 1960. 

Now the opportunity for this 
unique kind of college education was 
available to European and English 
as well as American students . 

The third Ambassador College 
campus opened near Big Sandy, 
Tex ., in the fall of 1964 when Chan
cell or Armstrong decided to offer the 
Ambassador ed ucation to a larger 
number of students . 

Unlike the other two campuses. 
which started out with several ex ist
ing buildings each, the Texas campus 
was built mostly from scratch. 

Entering her 10th year as a cam
pus, Big Sandy has now begun to 
accept more stude nts, offering the 
Ambassador education to many more 
people within a millennial setting. 

Into Full Swing 

In 1964 th e master plan for 
Ambassador College, Pasadena, got 
into full swing with the complet ion 
in November of the gymnasium and 
natatorium. 

The year 1966 saw the completion 
of the Student Center. 

The main classroom complex. the 
Loma D. Armstrong Academic 
Center. was begun in Apri l of 1967 
and was completed in March of 
1968. 

This structure, like many others 
on the Pasadena campus, has been 
hailed as a masterpiece of arch itec
ture. 

Growth in 1968 and 1969 was 
explosive; the Academic Center, the 
new Transportation Department, 
Grove Terrace men's dormitory and 
the Hall of Administration were 
opened in rapid succession. 

The building of the beautiful new 
Auditorium on the Pasadena campus 
will be completed early in 1974. It 
will signal not the end but just the 
beginning of development of the 
most remarkable in stitution of higher 
learn ing on earth. 

Even clay birds 
face extinction 

ROCKLIN, Calif. (UPI) - Not 
only is the peregrine falcon on 
California's endangered list, but clay 
replicas of the hawk-like bird are dis
appearing too. 

Jim Adamson , an art instructor at 
Sierra College and a falcon lover, 
made 10 clay peregrines last Sep
tember and wired them to the tops 
of utility poles in the Rocklin, Val
lejo and Sacramento areas . 

He put them on display, he said, 
to give passersby the thrill of seeing 
one of the near-extinct birds and to 
show that "hunters don't care as long 
as they get something." 

He now reports that two of the 
clay birds were blown to bits by gun 
blasts and four others were stolen 
from their high perches. 

more executive duties, we have had 
to forego their talents and abilities 
in the classroom." he announced. 
"We are reversing this trend! 

" I am very elated to report that 
Mr. Al Portune (Sr.) is going to be 
teaching the freshman Bible c lass at 
Pasadena this coming year, and, if 
and when his duties tend to interfere 
with the class sched ule, his son , AI 
Portune 1r., can pinch-hit for him. 
I believe thi s is an ideal team for 
that class, especially since Al Por
tune Jr. has been working as national 
coordinator for our church youth 
programs and now can be working 
with these young people in the class
rooms as well ... 

Dr. Roderick Meredith will have 
the course in Bricket Wood and Mr. 
Ronald Kelly will continue to teach 
it in Big Sandy. 

Sophomores will now be taking 
Old Testament Survey, which takes 
a look a t the continuity, con tent, 
structure, main events, characters, 
teachings, geograp hy and basic 
meaning of each book in the Old Tes
tament. 

Mr. Armstrong a lso announced 
that Mr. David Jon Hill is goin g to 
teach Old Testament Survey in 
Pasadena once again : 

"Jon has a knack of teaching in 
such a vivid and graphic way that 
students have always commented 
his Old Testamen t Survey class was 
one of their very most interesting 
courses." 

It will be taught by Mr. Ronald 
Dart and Mr. Richard Ames in Big 
Sandy, and by Mr. Leon Walker 
and Mr. Richard Plache in Brick
et Wood. 

Juniors and seniors have their 
choice of the following classes: 

Biblical Prophecy (the new name 
for Systemic Theology) will entail 
a summary study of the major 
prophets of th e Bible. The material 
formerly covered on evolution and 
geology will now be handled by the 
Science Department. 

Biblical Prophecy will be taught 
by Mr. John Portune in Pasadena 
and Mr. Bill McDowell in Big 
Sandy. 

(B iblical Prophecy and Theo
logica l Research are not being 
offered this year in Bricket Wood. 
They will be resumed next year on 
a new basis. ) 

Theological Research is a com
prehensive st udy of the inspiration 
and preservation of the Bible, its lan
guages, its manuscript copies and 
trans lat ions, its history and alleged 
contradictions . 

It also entails a brief study of the 
impact of archaeology on Biblical 
studies and a study of modem trends 
in textual and higher cri ticism. 

Mr. Gunar Freibergs will handle 
the class in Pasadena, and Mr. 
Richard Ames will take it in Big 
Sandy. 

Comparative Theo lo gy is just 
what the name implies: a compara
tive study of the doctrines of the so ul, 
the Holy Spirit, sin, death and he ll, 
judgment and the resurrections, es
chatology, and law and grace with 
a discussion of distinct denomina
tions and religious beliefs. 

Dr Ernest Martin in Pasadena, 
Mr. Robin Jones in Bricket Wood 
and Mr. Dea n Blackwell in Big 
Sandy will teach the course. 

Epistles of Paul, ta ugh t in 
Pasadena by Mr. Dave Albert, in 
Bricket Wood by Dr. Roderick 
Meredith and in Big Sandy by Mr. 
Bill McDowell, is a special course 
for those wishing a deeper, broader 
background in New Testament 
theology. 

The epistles of Paul are completely 
read durin g the year with 
study and discussion on the back
gro und, purpose and principal mes
sage of each epist le . 


